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THE BA CK ROOM , ORACLE JONES SLOWLY FORMS HIS VISION. 



there ... i see it.' x see putting 

THE SUPPLIES ALL INTO OKVf £/S 
SHIPMENT.' X SEE A GOOD 
FREIGHTER. LIKE FRANK WALLIIMS- 
HAM GETTING THEM TO US IN 
TEN --NO. TWENTY-- NO" IN j 

FORTY WAGONS ' , < 

• -f FORTY WAGONS, 

\j I'M WIRING 

y N. V HIM NOW' 



I SEE IT --THE BUFFALO FEEDING RAVENOUS' THE 
BEAVERS WORKING SOMETHING FIERCE.' IT'S 
GOINS TO BE A LONG. HARD WINTER. 1 NO WAGON 
WILL GET THROUGH --NO SUPPLIES WILL , — <£ 

ARRIVE.' BUT X GOT ME A PLAN' fl 



WHAT KIND OF 
PLAN. ORACLE? 



Two 
DAYS 
LATER, 
FRANK 
WALLINGWAM 
STORMS 
INTO THE 
OFFICE 
Or THE 
JULES BURG 
GAZETTE... 



WHAT'S THE IDEA OF PRINTING W/5 STORY l 



ISN'T IT TRUE, 
MR. WALLINGHAM 



THAT MAY BE,' BUT WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE INDIANS 
READ THE STORY? PORTY WAGONS OF FIREWATER.' 



BUT INDIANS DON'T 
READ NEWSPAPERS' 




IF ANYTHIN© HAPPENS/ I'LL HITCH* 
YOU TO A WAGON.' MEANWHILE, 
AS A TAXPAYER AND A SOOD 
REPUBLICAN , I'M TELEGRAPHING 
COLONEL GEARHART AT FORT 
RUSSELL TO ESCORT MY WAGONS. 1 
. PRINT THAT/ a 



WHAT'S THE 
NAME OF 
THAT FEMALE 

TEMPERANCE 

LEADER ? y 



AS THE FREIGHTER STOMPS OFF... 



YOU MEAN THE 
LADY WHO'S 
AGAINST THE 
DEMON DRINK? 
CORA MASSIN0ALE, 
AND SHE'S HOLD- 
ING A RALLY AT 
FORT RUSSELL j 








Authorities 
ALL AGREE 
THAT PERSONAL 
DISPUTES AMONG 
THE PLAINS 
TRIBES ARE 
SETTLED 
QUICKLY... 




/♦flNUTES 

LATER... 



THIS TELEGRAM SAYS THE ARMY 
IS ESCORTING A WAGON TRAIN 
OP SPIRITS! IS THAT CORRECT? 



■THEN I HAVE A 
REQUEST TO /MAKE.' 
HALT THE WAGONS 
AND DESTROY 
THE POISONOUS , 
CARGO.' sA 



IMPOSSIBLE.' THE 
CARGO IS LEGAL AND 
X CAN'T DESTROY 
CIVILIAN PROPERTY.' 



I'VE RECEIVED 
THAT REQUEST.' 



/VEXT MORNING, AS CAPTAIN SLATER'S WAGON 
TRAIN ESCORT RIDES OFF... 



LADIES, WE MUST PRES THE MEN FROM 
THEIR OWN POISONOUS CRAVINGS.' TO 
DO THIS , ZjMUST 60 TO DENVER! 



/MINUTES' LATER . 



THAT'D BE WORSE ' 
THAN THEIR BEING 
HIT BY THE INDIANS! 



COLONEL, WHAT 
HAPPENS IF THEY 
INTERCEPT THE 
WAGONS? y 



' WE'RE MARCHING 
, TO DENVER! 
WE'RE GOING TO 
TURN IT DRY! 

Ala M 







7VEY WATCH 
THE WOMEN 
DRIVE ON... 



NOW. 
WHAT 
DC WE 
00, SIR . 



VELL — WE CAN'T STOP THEM 
WE'LL KEEP --DETACHED CONTACT/ 



WUITE MEN ALWAYS WIN WAR.' WE WILL USE WHITE 
MAN'S TRICKS/ SOME BRAVES WILL ATTACK TWE 
REAR OF THE WAGON TRAIN , OTHERS WE FRONT/ 
WHEN THEY CHASE OFF TWE BRAVES - - TWE REST , 
^ STR.KE THE MIDDLE / 



GUT NEXT MORNING. A SAND STORM RAGES. 



WHEN DO WE 
ATTACK, FIVE 
BARRELS ? 



WHEN THE SUN IS TWO 
HANDS ABOVE IRON 
MOUNTAIN / . 



WHERE IS IRON MOUNTAIN ? MORE 
IMPORTANT-- WHERE IS THE 

SHW p i 



IS THE SUN 
TWO HANDS 
ABOVE IRON 
MOUNTAIN p 




WHY, COLONEL GEARHART.' MY VISlOf 
SAID X MIGHT BE SEEING YOU SOON. 



GENTLEMEN , AS SOON AS THIS SILLY SAND STOPS 
BLOWING. WE'LL HOLD A CONFERENCE 09 ALL FORCES! 



FIVE BARRELS , WHAT ARE YOUR BRAVES 
DOING OFF THEIR RESERVATION ? , 



HUNT BUFFALOS 
IN PEACE.' 



THEN LONG KNIVES ATTACK PEACEFUL INDIANS.' THIS PAPER SAY WE PEACEFUL CITIZEN. 
. NOW. WE GO HOME -- BUT FIRST, YOU GIVE US PRESENT.' ^ ___ 



WE'LL OO THAT... 
AT CHRISTMAS TIME! 




SLATER, WE MUST USE UTMOST CAUTION ON THE 
LINE OF MARCH TOMORROW.! PLACE TOUR PLATOON 
BETWEEN THE INDIANS AND THE WAGON TRAIN 
THE FIRST HALF OF MV PLATOON WILL BE BETWEEN 
THE MINERS AND THE WAGON TRAIN ! THE SECOND 
HALF BETWEEN THE TEMPERANCE MARCHERS 



AND THE MINERS. 
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SIR, I'VE COME TO 
REALIZE I CANNOT 
LIVE WITHOUT THE 
COLONEL'S DAUGHTER' 



GLAD YOU'VE COME TO '/OUR SENSES, SLATER. 
STATIONED EAST OR WEST, A MAN NEEDS A 
WOMAN IN THE ARMY' I'LL ARRANGE 
FOR A MILITARY WEDDING AT THE FORT/^^H 



THADEUS, I AM SO SORRY ABOUT ' 
WHAT HAPPENED THAT I FEEL IT'S 
k MY DUTY TO GO TO WASHINGTON 

AND EXPLAIN TO THE SECRETARY 
OF WAR WHY YOU SHOULD BE 
gSSm KEPT IN SERVICE TILL YOU CAN 
Iml GET YOUR WELL -DESERVED 
| IjllML PENSION i 



IF THAT'S WHAT YOU 
THINK YOU SHOULD 
DO, CORA --DO IT' 



'SIR, are you letting her go to'' 

>— n WASHINGTON? 

SHE'LL NEVER \ Y— — . „ ■ — 
REACH THERE Ju 
AND WRECK / V s&EsSl 
MY CAREER / %. IBk 
FOR GOOD.' \ 

I'VE A WAY . 

TO STOP / 

her; I've /. \ wA 

away ; 



ClSE WHERE... 



AATER i AT FORT. RUSSELL, THE BAND BLARES HAPPILY AT A 
DOUBLE WEDDING CEREMONY AND PEACE IS RESTORED 
IN THE WEST... FOR A WHILE, ANYWAY.' 




Bur there is 

ANOTHER KIND 
OP DESERT -- 
THE HIGW- 
ALTITUDE 
DESERT-- WHICH 
IS OFTEN 
CONSTANTLY 
COVERED BY 
SNOW AND 
ICE. EUROPE 
IS THE ONLY 
CONTINENT 
WITHOUT ANY 
DESERTS, 
ALTHOUGH IT 
DOES HAVE 
SEMIDESERTS 
AROUND THE 
SLACK AND 
CASPIAN 
SEAS, IN 
THE 

UKRAINE, 

AND IN THE 
NORTHERN 
CAUCASUS... 






